
Creole

A creole language is a stable,
natural language that develops
from the mixing of two or more

languages.

KEY TERM

WHAT EVIDENCE IS

SUMMARISED?

studies22

Provide explicit language awareness instruction that
differentiates the home and school languages while valuing
and celebrating all language varieties in the classroom.

•

Follow-up explicit language awareness instruction with
practice opportunities that encourage learners to “push”
metalinguistic knowledge into written output.

•

In many cultures where oral and non-standardized language
varieties are spoken, oral traditions like drama and
storytelling are cultural mainstays. Find opportunities to
embed these practices into the writing process.

•

HOW CAN I USE THE

FINDINGS IN MY TEACHING?

WRITING DEVELOPMENT AMONG SPEAKERS OF ORAL AND NON-

STANDARDIZED LANGUAGES IN THE PRIMARY YEARS: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM THIS

SECONDARY RESEARCH?

What are the key characteristics and challenges, if
any, of writing among learners with oral non-
standardized home languages (e.g., Creoles and
vernacular dialects) that differ from the language of
schooling?

WHAT DOES IT FIND?

Cross-linguistic influence (CLI)   is a notable feature, but
neither the sole nor primary source of challenges in
students writing. Where present, CLI is most common in
morphosyntax. 

•

Few writing-specific interventions have been carried out
among speakers of oral languages.

•

Language awareness instruction that explicitly contrasts
the home and school languages is especially effective in
writing classrooms, where teachers not only highlight
home-school language differences but also affirm the
value of their full linguistic repertoire.

•

Students may stand to benefit from programs and
interventions that embed culturally responsive oral
traditions (e.g., Talk Story) into writing instruction to
support writing development. Greater research is needed
in this area.

•

CONTEXT &

PROFICIENCY

Oral non-standardized home

languages (e.g., Creoles and

vernacular dialects)
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