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•L2 teachers may present the meaning of new or
unfamiliar L2 vocabulary initially through L1
glossing for beginners.

•L2 teachers may gradually introduce L2 glosses
to their learners as their L2 pro ciency level
develops.
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•Overall, L1 glossing was more effective than L2
glossing.

•The advantage of L1 glossing was more pronounced
in vocabulary learning, particularly when assessed
immediately after text reading.

•L1 glossing was more beneficial than L2 glossing for beginner
learners. However, this advantage disappears for higher
English proficiency levels.

•The location of gloss (in-text or out-text) did not influence
the relative effectiveness of L1 and L2 glossing.

•The proportion of glossed words to the
total text (i.e., gloss density) did not
affect the relative effectiveness of L1
and L2 glossing.

•While L1 glossing was slightly more effective in reading
comprehension and delayed vocabulary posttests, the
gloss language has minimal impact on reading
comprehension and long-term vocabulary retention.WHAT EVIDENCE
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